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1173.   To THE DUKE OF GBAFTON.

Arlington Street, May 23, 1707.

I MUST entreat your Grace, to look upon the trouble I give
you with your usual indulgence ; and as my zeal to serve
you has been hitherto attended with success, I will beg you
to hear me with patience, when things are come to such
a crisis, that my endeavours to prevent Mr. Conway's resig-
nation are almost exhausted. Your Grace knows his honour
and delicacy, and I may be bold to tell you, who are actuated
by the same motives, that it is the character I hope he will
always maintain. I had much rather see hina give up every-
thing and preserve his honour, than stay with discredit.
But in the present case, I think him too much swayed by
men who consult nothing but their own prejudices, passions,
and interests, to which they would sacrifice him and the
country.

I need not tell your Grace, that on the dismission of Lord
Edgcumbe \ Mr. Conway declared he would not remain long
in the ministry. With infinite pains I have prevailed to
keep him in place to the end of the session. He now per-
sists in quitting, but the extravagance and unreasonableness
of his old friends2, 1 think, ought to discharge him from all
ties to them. They have abused him in print, reflected on
him in Parliament ; and I maintain have broken all their
engagements to him. I will name nobody, but was witness in
the summer, to repeated promises from them that ffwy would
(though taking liberties with Lord Chatham) distinguish Mr.
Conway, commend him, and openly in their s&eeches avow their.
abhorrence of Mr. Grenville, The world have seen, how they
have adhered to these declarations. What is worse, when
Mr. Conway came over to them in the American business

t iuC.; reprinted        * See letter to Miwm of Deo, 84
from Memoir* oj 'Augustus Henry, third    1766.

a The KooMjaglmm party, (1716-1770), author of two
